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e From the Public Meeting
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CONNECT

Glen Foerd Conservation already has good community ties
Need to address traffic generated by new commercial development
Frankford & Linden strip mall- vacant store front is a hazard. Building is not
secured
Commercial on Grant Avenue causing traffic chaos
Wawa might be closing- move to Food Basics Parcel, area starting to look
vacant, Academy and Frankford Area- Food Basic and Pathmark gone
Pay more attention to developing neighborhood commercial on Upper
Torresdale, promote better variety of stores, supermarket closing
F/T Wawa, parking lot is problematic, drivers on sidewalk to get to 1-95
Maggie’s Bar- ignoring complaints, nuisance bar
Develop commercial and open space at the boat launch
Use State & Linden as high visibility for boat ramp/ fish hatchery/ park
access, mixed use here? Commercial?
Commercial Corridors- Frankford Avenue Enhancements

=  Theater great idea!

= Hard to cross the street-students

= Chaos when games happen

= Are the old Mayfair letters still in the old auditorium?

= Beneficial @ Southwest corner is closing, not Republic;Recruit a

credit union as replacement
=  Good luck getting landlords to agree or even care
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Concerned about proposed sidewalks from train station to Glen Foerd- we
are opposed

There is no need for sidewalks from the train station to Glen Foerd, the only
place that is dangerous is the train overpass west of James St.

There is no need for any impervious surface increase in this area

Concern about sidewalks east of State Road on Grant (2)

No sidewalks down Grant Ave

Glen Foerd needs to improve internal paved area now- they are a liability to
the pedestrians and the City

No sidewalks on Grant east of State Road, sidewalks needed on Grant
west of State Road to train station, create pedestrian access to Glen Foerd
via an entrance at foot of Grant



No sidewalks as per early agreements in the 1970’s with Streets
Department, no sidewalks or expansion

Fix bad intersection at State Road and Tacony Palmyra Bridge

Need security at train stations

Torresdale Station- no sidewalks, bike lanes or curbs (immediate neighbor)
Total opposition to changing country lanes with sidewalks- neighbor
majority opinion

Add Bernard Street to Rec 21- more left turn lanes off of Cottman Ave to
reduce crashes

Consolidate curb cuts at Roosevelt and Cottman Ave
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e From Comment Period:
» Hello Larissa.
| have provided citizen input on the Northeast Riverfront / Delaware North district plan at
outreach meetings last year, and by email. We also met briefly at two of the those meetings.
When | received the info in the PennDot link above by email, it prompted my memory of some
discussions at those outreach planning meetings late last year regarding 1-95, specifically the
Chinese Wall impact. | don't know if the final plan called for more access through this wall.

But with this PennDot email about construction of retaining walls, | was wondering if there is
some way to allow for open passages beneath the interstate for pedestrians and bicyclists
only. If it can't be immediately engineered, | am hoping there could be a strong statement in the
city plan to do so in the future.

| am very disappointed that the new underpass at Longshore Avenue is as dank as that it
replaced. And it appears the new wall being built at Cottman Avenue won't offer any relief as
presently designed.

Perhaps there are other spots that can be identified before construction finishes, or at least for
future excavation.

This is expecially timely because state Rep. John Taylor, our neighborhood representative, is
now chair of the state House Committee on Transportation. If this can be put forward in a
Planning Commission document, Mr. Taylor could then be asked for his endorsement of such a
proposal.

| realize that this notion would need endorsement from Planning Commission and top
staff. Please advise me on who | should contact for further pursuit of this idea.

Thanks again for time, attention and consideration.

RENEW

e From the Public Meeting

Pathway along the river is fantastic!

Open trail access between Pennypack and prison berm wall

We need a dog park

Chestnut Hill merchants also give customers parking tokens to reduce visitors costs
Sidewalks on Grant near Glen Foerd (country road feel) are not needed. No ped traffic
currently

No flood or storm mitigation at Grant and State etc. no need

No sidewalk on State to James

No sidewalks from Grant to Fitler (along both sides of State Road)
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FOCUS AREAS

Industrial Waterfront Focus Area
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See Spruce Street Harbor Park

Think of other waterfront plans, especially see adjacent conditions, Harbor Park
downtown

DRCC & PWD might be on different pages for Magee

Why not more housing and residents?

Trails and open space is needed to bring industry and business

Waterfront restaurants

Think of Pleasant Hill and its original layout (close by the water) bring people to the
waterfront

Future light industry and maker spaces is positive

Wants some residential to maintain a neighborhood, especially at night, perhaps historic
Disston Mills buildings as housing

Make it like Queen Village with housing

Crime a problem from neighboring Tacony

How do we address safety issues on the waterfront (drug activity)?

Office buildings too much space- high vacancy

Consider riverfront tax credit

Need to get ear of commercial buildings- get their input

Liddonfield and Upper Holmesburg Focus Area

e From the Public Meeting
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Courtland group (St.Barts) could be a model

Sad to see Holy Family plan fall through

What will PHA do?

Too much Section 8 housing- more dispersed, not clustered
What about stores closing?

More murals to prevent graffiti

Covered shelter is good

Need more shelters that actually work

Accessible play equipment

Would like to see special services school

ZONING & LAND USE

e From Public Meeting
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Land Use:
= More green space along river
= Dagwoods- Torresdale and Linden and Jimmy’s Time Out- State and Linden-
want them to stay residential
= State and Linden: can we have a pedestrian friendly intersection with a buffer
usage on the southwest corner that transitions residential to industrial, i.e. mixed
commercial with industrial friendly use?
Proposed Zoning- Overview:



Linden & State Road, Linden & Torresdale, Arendell & Delaware — against
commercial zoning

Can we consider State & Linden (southwest) to become pedestrian friendly with
access to fish hatchery as a mixed use of commercial with or creating a buffer
zone between north side or State residential and commercial use and industrial
usage south of State Rd in this intersection?

No zoning change classifications in East Torresdale

Leave existing zoning classifications as is: Torresdale & Linden, area of train
station, no further commercial zones, leave as is

No additional land purchase for prison, alternatives for prison population and
location

» Proposed Zoning- Southern:

» Propos

Solar collection to subsidize, roof top uses- farm

No additional prison land purchase

Port, not prison

No corner stores on Torresdale and south

Community garden space/ TOD potential- non industrial

Venice Island performing arts type uses on Delaware

Longshore from Torresdale to State- no multifamily, commercial, no boarding
houses

ed Zoning- Northern:

Look at Torresdale Train Station closer

Dentist on Frankford Ave- East Torresdale should remain residential

Torresdale and Linden- keep residential

Fill vacant stores (large and small) on Frankford Ave- Asbruner thru Arendell

Get SEPTA to move stops along Frankford Avenue

Glad Morrisey site not being rezoned

Friendly access to fish hatchery, slow traffic at intersection of State and Linden,
transition area between this intersection north to south: commercial/ residential to
industrial

East Torresdale already has too much commercial zoning and its vacant



HOLMESBURG ° ' ASSOCIATION

CIVIC
P.0. BOX 39295
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19136
215-332-6781
holmesburgcivic( ail.com

Philadelphia City Planning Commission
One Parkway Building

1515 Arch Street, 13th Fioor
Philadelphia, PA 19102

RE: NORTH DELAWARE PLAN DRAFT COMMENTS

Dear Larissa and Members of the Commission:

Thank you for the opportunity to be a part of the process in creating the North Delaware District Plan.
In reviewing the document, we offer the following comments that the Civic Association and its executive board
wish to be included for revision of the final document

1.

Recommendation #4 — The HCA has voted and takes the position that we oppose increases to
residential density on blocks with established single family housing or rowhomes.
Recommendation #12 — HCA wishes to include the State Road corridor between Cottman
Avenue and Rhawn Street to be added so that the current industrially zoned parcels can be used
for commercial, industrial, or mixed use.

Recommendation #13 — HCA is not in favor of consolidating the training programs at the
current campus/site, as it is Holmesburg’s desire not to expand the current footprint that the
prison currently uses.

Recommendation #15 — It is our understanding that there is minimal use at this site currently,
and that the desire for new uses is independent of the current uses. As the Holmesburg Prison
site is currently unusable by the DPP (as per the outgoing Commissioner), we desire that the
prison be demolished to make way for a different use, instead of the land perpetually being
taken up by an antiquated and hazardous structure on such a large site.

Recommendation #32 — HCA desires that the direct outfall into the Pennypack Creek be filtered
so that silt, floatables, and trash do not continue to pollute our pdrk.

Recommendation #34&35 — HCA is not in favor of seeking nomination for any local or national
historic designations for the neighborhood, generally. Individual properties can be revisited
upon agreement with the HCA and the property owner.

Recommendation #35 —If it is not already, historic designation should be given to the Frankford
Avenue Bridge over the Pennypack Creek. This bridge is also in need of cosmetic and
structural repair.



8.

Corrective Zoning — HCA is categorically opposed to corrective zoning. Changes to zoning
maps should not be created by looking at existing uses. Any zoning changes should be
reviewed on a case by case basis to ensure that the interests of the neighborhood are met.
Zoning maps should be created and crafted based on what a community wants for its
neighborhood. Civic Associations and the ZBA create variances for individual property owners
based on a use. A change in the underlying zoning map would open a Pandora’s Box when the
current owner sells by letting a future owner do things by right. For example, the currently
closed Welsh Bar and Grill (formerly Guido’s) on the 3500 block of Welsh Road should never
have been built. The HCA desires the property revert to residential use (and have the existing
structure torn down if Welsh Bar and Grill owners leave and/or does not reopen). Zoning
changes should be done for corridors or blocks or in a pattern, looking at the community in a
holistic view. Corrective zoning, by definition, takes a non-conforming or illegal use and
legitimizes it. We are completely and without exception opposed to any plan, proposal, or
action that would change zoning of individual parcels to match existing use. We will also seek
the support of fellow Civic Associations with regard to this recommendation.

Thank you for taking the time to review our changes and we look forward to seeing these changes incorporated
in the next draft. If you have any questions please feel free to contact us.

Sincerely,

Chris Lorenzo

Renée Cohen

215.920.9234

614-545-8415

Holmesburg Civic Association Co-Presidents



Mayfair/ Northeast Quality of Life Coalition

OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES

Between Robbins Street and Cottman Avenue, the industrial waterfront & Savtabiliy Lot By
of North Delaware is showing signs of disuse. There are several acres
of vacant and underutilized property, including much of the Disston Mils  ® \WNateriront Cone
sites.Nonetheless, the area retains many characteristics that make W o o
advantageous for future employment. Proximity to Interstate 95 and regiona\ Watertront T
rail give the area ready access to truck transportation and transit while @ Nacant and )

also separating it from residential neighborhoods. Many of the parcels 0 o5
remain substantial in size, allowing flexibility for a variety of businesses *  Proximy e

and industries. Additionally, many industrial legacy sites have a likelihood o Potential ¢
of contamination, raising significant questions about the possibility of

residential and educational uses. e WistonicV
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The Disston Mills
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/he area referred to as the Public Safety Campug/fs compsrised pf a number
of different municipal facilities including prisorfs, the Philadelphia Fire
Academy and the Philadelphia Police Academy™ii €.
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v of Ryan Street: Uncover and restore the Maytair Theater marquee and entrance
B thester Allow fyan Street to be closed for occasional uses such as tarmer’s markets and festivals
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/here 1s no pedestrian access to Glen Foerd at
e mnmtersection of Grant Avenue and State Road,
but 1t presents the best opportunity for a point of
entry close to the lorresdale Station
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OPEN SPACE

IR ENENS

WATERSHED PARKS AND TRAILS RECOMMENDATIONS SR
Complete the North Delaware Trail, a section of the East Coast Greenway, and connect it to

adjacent neighborhoods and existing trails by constructing these segments: S\xe&

e Kensington & Tacony 1 (K&T 1) from the Frankford Boat Launch to Magee Avenue ““Q

e Kensington & Tacony 2 (K&T 2) from Magee Avenue to Princeton Avenue
e Tacony Holmesburg Trail from Princeton Avenue to Rhawn Street 3 e b Q,\ ] \A

e State & Rhawn Pennypack Connector Sidepath
 Two way protected bike lane on Frankford Avenue between Ashburner Street and the

Pennypack Trail
the trail network within the North Delaware District as recommended in the Trail
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Future Employment

Much of the waterfront of the aistrict has an
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‘ C.  Between Frankford Avenue and 1-95

D. Mayfair Park

Zoning to Advance the Plan

Location X\s\mg Tonng “w
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F. Frankford Avenue




WiSS mommg CIVIC ASSOCIATION

Larissa,
Your plans for the Distion complex look great.

Do you think the PPD would be interested is putting a district there?
Mayfair, Tacony and our Civic have been asking about splitting the 15th for some time.
That would be a great spot for it. I'm sure businesses would feel much safer as they have
a police precinct in there back yard. Just a thought.

We did talk about this yesterday. But it is in the notes..........

Comly St access to the DRCC trail. There is a vacant land along that street. It is safer access
than the Lardner's Point. Some repaving and a few trees and some street lights will go a long way
in sprucing it up. | know there is parking space available at the Arsenal Boat launch, but seeing
something at Comly St would be nice for Wissinoming.

A other thing we talked about the Tree Boxes along Torresdale Ave that have no trees.
Lets try Maple trees. They don't need a lot of care and look great. Just putting that out there.

Let me know how things at your meting go. Talk you later.
Regards,

Fran Torres
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